TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH AND DISSENSION

an interference which they would not have attempted in such special
subjects as Natural History or Antiquities. The delay in the produc-
tion of the Catalogue they held to be simply due to the Trustees'
desire to hurry on its printing.

They recommended no change in the General Board of Trustees,
but suggested (not unanimously) an Executive Council, on which the
Departments should be represented. The Board was too large, and
the Standing Committee, consisting of members summoned according
to the fancy of the Secretary (which might have been more briefly
expressed), in spite of the Statutes of 1833 and 1839, meant "an
abridgment of individual responsibility, productive of the worst conse-
quences." The Reading Room they thought should be enlarged and
should be available to young students and to persons engaged in "the
manufacture of useful knowledge"; but they would see mere reading
for recreation excluded. (It will be remembered that Ewart's Com-
mittee on Public Libraries was just about to meet.) They severely
condemned the quarrels between high officers which had been revealed,
and thought that Panizzi, who had been throughout attacked rather
than attacker, had been too sensitive; his self-appointed critics'
"proved want of judgment and perspicacity" was punishment enough,
they thought. They made some useful recommendations on staff
matters: the staff should be brought under the Superannuation Act
and be pensionable; life tenure and temporary posts alike should be
abolished. A separate Department of non-European MSS. should
be formed.

10.  ACTION ON THE ROYAL COMMISSION'S REPORT
The Trustees sent a grateful reply to the Commissioners' Report
in general terms accepting their findings. This document was drafted
for them by Peel, who vied with Sir David Dundas, Sir Robert
Inglis, Henry Hallam and Macaulay in being the most zealous of
the Trustees; it was his last act, being found on him after his fatal
accident. They set up a Committee, and as a result of its report the
Standing Committee was reconstituted under exact definitions of its
composition and mode of election; and their Statutes of the same year